[Bronchial foreign bodies in children].
Tracheobronchial aspiration of foreign bodies in children is a rare event that can be serious. We report a 10-year retrospective study of tracheobronchial foreign body aspiration in children. This retrospective analysis involved 87 patients who underwent endoscopy at the ENT unit of the Caen University Hospital. Foreign bodies were found in 34 of the 87 patients. Average age was 3 years, with a male predominance. Peanuts were the most common foreign bodies observed (16/34). Most of the foreign bodies were removed via the right main bronchus (17/34). Clinical and radiological signs depended on delay to admission and were found to be normal in 15% and 37.5% of the cases respectively. Twenty-four children out of 34 had a positive history of foreign body inhalation. All foreign bodies were removed during the endoscopy procedure. This work underlines the much-debated function of chest x-ray, the need for a rigorous technically correct endoscopy procedure and the importance of close cooperation between the anesthesiologist and the endoscopist.